
[image: image2.png]



A Geography of Hope
 (Title inspired by Chris Turner’s book of the same name)
March 25, 2010
Local Economy
· Unemployment rate in the third quarter of 2009 was 16%, the highest in the country.  However, by January 2010, this had dropped to 13%.
· In WEC , in 2008, total employment actually went up 1% and per capita personal income rose 3.7%
· Stimulus funding overview:

· A total of 66 projects in WEC

· Almost $163 million in funding

· Estimated 4,100 jobs created
Poverty

· Almost 10% of Windsor-Essex residents are living in low-income situations, based on after tax income.
· After tax income gap between local male and female lone-parent families was 27%, which is wider than the provincial gap of 22%.

· The above statistics are from 2006, so we can assume that even more people are living in poverty because of local job losses. This is in spite of per capita income rising. 

· In 2007, 37.8% of residents in the Windsor CMA earned less than $15,000
Food Security

· Approximately 235,000 visits to WEC food banks in 2009. This is an increase of 242% from 2006 to 2009.  
Housing

· In 2006 46% of WEC residents who rent their homes spent more than 30% of their incomes on housing. 

· Housing starts in all WEC municipalities in 2008 decreased by at least 25% from the previous year, with the exception of Leamington, which increased by almost 10% (WEDC)
Community Engagement

· Majority of Windsor-Essex County residents feel sense of belonging to the community

· Community-University Partnership

· Broken City Lab

“Hope is that possibility that the imaginable is your outcome. I can always imagine and work for a better world. Hope without activism is an empty thing…Hope without activism atrophies into delusion. Hope, grounded in action and in collective momentum, gives us the possibility of not only envisioning but moving toward a better world - against the current.”     ~ Nettie Wiebe
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